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The Opera Student Composer Collective is made possible by 
a generous gift from Marina Yoshida 

ENCOUNTERS 
Director: Erik Thor 
Conductor: Sandra Horst 
Set/Lighting Designer: Fred Perruzza 
Costume Designer: Lisa Magill 
Make-up and hairdressing: James Bolton 
Rehearsal pianist/repetiteur: Andrea Grant 
Stage Manager: Isolde Pleasants-Faulkner* 

Surtitles: Gunta Dreifelds 

Surtitles ™ first developed and introduced worldwide by the Canadian Opera Company in 1983. 
This performance features Surtitles ™ written by Gunta Dreifelds and executed by John Sharpe. 

Special thanks to Dean Burry for his musical dramaturgy and organizational assistance. 

ENCOUNTERS is approximately one hour in length and will be performed without intermission. 

*by permission of Canadian Actors Equity Association 


ABOUT THE STUDENT COMPOSER PROJECT 

In 1997, the Opera Division inaugurated a workshop at the Faculty of Music to allow student 
composers to gain experience writing operatic scenes, following a process of composition, 
dramaturgy, orchestration and staged public performance. The concept proved so successful that 
the workshop was ultimately introduced as a formal course in composition at the Master of 
Music level. 

For the past seventeen years, we have explored a wide spectrum of text choices; classic texts 
adapted from Euripides and Sophocles as well as established Canadian playwrights marked 
our earliest efforts. The visit of Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s grandson to the University of Toronto 
inspired us to tackle three scenes from Anna Karenina. Four seasons ago, with The Essential 
Hamlet, I adapted [and in a moment of Hamlet-like madness] rewrote the six pivotal scenes of 
Shakespeare’s towering masterpiece. Gradually, we have moved towards original scenarios, both 
in concept and story line. Challenging the European ownership of opera, I devised several scenes 
which were not only Canadian, but Toronto-centric. Three Scenes from Urban Life, presented 
light hearted as well as serious aspects of life in our increasingly diverse city. We have also 
experimented with site-specific opera; three ten minute operas [Litigation Daydreams, Kitty Litter, 
A Breach of Promise in Little Italy] set in the innately theatrical environment of a courtroom, were 
actually performed in the Moot Court at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Law. 

Two years ago, our attempt to tug opera into the no-holds-barred ring of the Theatre of the 
Absurd resulted in the run-away hit, Rob Ford, the Opera. Last year, we returned to the essential 
origins of theatre with an adaptation of Sophocles’ Antigone, a play which explores the very 
nature of human emotion and conflict. 

This year, our student composers again take a comic turn with five miniature operas based upon 
librettos of my own invention. But whether comic or tragic, the operatic medium shares with 
the theatre a passion to communicate. We hope you enjoy these “encounters” with us. 


Michael Patrick Albano 

Resident Stage Director, UofT Opera 



GRIEF ENCOUNTER 

Concerto for singers and surtitles 

Composed by Robert Drisdelle 

He -Zachary Read 
She - Andrea N unez 


THE PROPOSAL 
Composed by Robert Drisdelle 

Mr. Pinter - Dylan Wright 
The woman in his life - Lyndsay Promane 


IN THE SHADOW OF ROB FORD 
Composed by Keyan Emami 


Joshua - Ryan Downey 
Laura - Adanya Dunn 
Rob Ford - William Ford 


THE BOX OFFICE 
Composed by Bekah Simms 

Box Office attendant - Gwenna Fairchild-Taylor 
Customer - Karine White 


SAY NO TO THE DRESS 
Composed by Shelley Marwood 

Mr. Fenoli, proprietor of Casa Della Bruttezza - Jonathan MacArthur 
Kelly Spugles, his assistant - Jan Nato 
Rosetta, the bride-to-be - Kelsey Taylor 
Donatella, Rosetta’s mother - Christina Bell 
Fausta, Rosetta’s future mother-in-law - Jamilynn Gubbe 
Rufina, Rosetta’s ancient grandmother - Alessia Naccarato 
Sabrina, Rosetta’s unmarried sister - Stephanie Tritchew 
Rico, a delivery boy - Charles Sy 


gamUT Ensemble 

Flute: Robin Meiksins, Amanda Lowry,Tristan Durie; Clarinet: Katie Steadman, Rachel 
Soong; Bassoon: Eric Mohr; Saxophone: David Zucchi; Trumpet: Kate Clarke, Marianne 
Greene; Trombone: Emma Metzger; Percussion: Nathan Petitpas, Jacob Mannion, Kevin 
Mulligan, Alex Artale, Carol Wang; Harp: Johanna Wienholts; Accordion: Michael Bridge 
Piano: TylerVersluis; Violin: Sophie Dupuis, Paolo Griffin; Cello: Amina Holloway 
Sopranos: Madison Angus, Marina Davis, Brooke Dufton, Amy Gottung, Elisabeth 
Hetherington, Maeve Palmer, Brittany Rae, Alexandra Smither, Hannah Tarder-Stoll, 

Jessica Wright 
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U of T Opera premiere of Donizetti's 
Don Pasquale - November, 2013 
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Benjamin Britten: 

ALBERT HERRING 

Camellia Koo designs a new production of the first 
opera produced in MacMillan Theatre, conducted 
by alumnus Leslie Dala and directed by the award¬ 
winning Joel Ivany 

March 20,21,22 @ 7:30 pm 
March 23 @ 2:30 pm 

MacMillan Theatre. $40, $25 senior/$ 10 student 
Box Office: 416.408.0208 

Role Study Presentation 

An informal presentation of staged operatic scenes 

Thursday, April 3 @ 4:00 pm 

Geiger-Torel Room. Free 
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Camargo Guamieri: 

PEDRO MALAZARTE 

The North American premiere of this Brazilian comic 
gem examines the human need for adventure and 
passion 

Wednesday, April 2 @ 3:00 pm 

(Lula Lounge, 1585 Dundas Street West) 


The opera productions are made possible through a generous gift from David G. Broadhurst. ENCOUNTERS is made possible by a generous 
gift from Marina Yoshida. Additional funding provided by donors to the Opera Production Fund and by members of Continuo, the Opera Division's 
annual giving program. The Faculty of Music gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the following presenting sponsors for the 2013-14 season. 
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